Lymphoepithelioma-like gastric carcinoma: clinicopathological characteristics and infection status.
Lymphoepithelioma-like gastric carcinoma (LLGC) is a rare subtype of gastric carcinoma (GC) characterized by prominent lymphocytic infiltration. LLGC may be associated with latent Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infection or microsatellite instability (MSI). This study aims to assess the clinicopathological characteristics, EBV infection, and MSI status in LLGC. A retrospective analysis of GC patients submitted to potentially curative resection between 2009 and 2014 was performed. The LLGC subtype specimens were examined for EBV by in situ hybridization and MSI by immunohistochemical analysis. The LLGC profile was analyzed accordingly to clinicopathological parameters. From 255 patients, seven were identified on the pathological report as LLGC. Six cases were EBV-positive and one had MSI, showing loss of MLH1 and PMS2 expression. LLGC was more frequently seen in men, and the mean age was 69 years. When compared to non-LLGC, LLGC cases were larger (∼5.8 cm) poorly differentiated tumors and had lower incidence of lymph node metastasis (P = 0.045). Mean number of lymph nodes dissected in the LLGC group was 39.5, and only one patient had a single positive lymph node. In addition, two patients presented associated lesions. LLGC was not associated with HER-2, chromogranin and synaptophysin positivity or Helicobacter pylori infection. Distinct pathological aspects and clinical behavior of LLGC reinforce the need for proper recognition of this histological subtype to choose better therapeutic approaches.